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What your college pres… didn’t tell you
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beaufort, S.C. — Much has been made in recent years of the unwillingness among college and university presidents to venture above the parapet and challenge some of the shibboleths of higher education. By this I do not mean advocacy of political positions. Presidents who would keep their campuses places where ideas are in fact freely exchanged ought to avoid signing public letters or endorsing candidates, tempting as it may be.

No, I mean something else. I retired in June as president of Middlebury College in Vermont, but during my 13-year tenure I was as guilty as any of my colleagues of failing to take bold positions on public matters that merit serious debate. Now, a less vulnerable member of the faculty once more, I dare to unburden myself of a few observations. As the new school year begins, there are many things I suspect university presidents would like to say to their various constituencies but dare not.

To faculties and governing boards: tenure is a great solution to the problems of the 1940's, when the faculty was mostly male and academic freedom was at genuine risk. Why must institutions make a judgment that has lifetime consequences after a mere six or seven years? Publication may take longer in some fields than in others, and familial obligations frequently interrupt careers. Why not a system of contracts of varying length, including lifetime for the most valuable colleagues, that acknowledges the realities of academic life in the 21st century?

Moreover, when most tenure documents were originally adopted, faculty members had little protection. Today, almost every negative tenure decision is appealed. Appeals not upheld internally are taken to court. Few if any of these appeals have as their basis a denial of academic freedom.

To current and prospective parents (and editors of magazines that profit by the American public's fascination with rankings): student/faculty ratio is overrated as a measure of quality. Can any faculty member persuasively argue that a class of eight or nine students is qualitatively superior to a class of 10 or 11? How many classes at any institution, large or small, are the actual size of the celebrated ratio? (Answer: very few.)

More meaningful statistics, for those seeking to measure quality of education in terms of faculty accessibility, are average class size, average instructional load, percentage of faculty members who are full-time, and how frequently professors hold office hours or take their meals in student dining halls. And not all subjects are best learned around a seminar table. The large lecture, well designed and delivered, can, in fact, be a superior way to learn certain subjects.

To lawmakers: the 21-year-old drinking age is bad social policy and terrible law. It is astonishing that college students have thus far acquiesced in so egregious an abridgment of the age of majority. Unfortunately, this acquiescence has taken the form of binge drinking. Campuses have become, depending on the enthusiasm of local law enforcement, either arms of the law or havens from the law.

Neither state is desirable. State legislators, many of whom will admit the law is bad, are held hostage by the denial of federal highway funds if they reduce the drinking age. Our latter-day prohibitionists have driven drinking behind closed doors and underground. This is the hard lesson of prohibition that each generation must relearn. No college president will say that drinking has become less of a problem in the years since the age was raised. Would we expect a student who has been denied access to oil paint to graduate with an ability to paint a portrait in oil? Colleges should be given the chance to educate students, who in all other respects are adults, in the appropriate use of alcohol, within campus boundaries and out in the open.

And please - hold your fire about drunken driving. I am a charter member of Presidents Against Drunk Driving. This has nothing to do with drunken driving. If it did, we'd raise the driving age to 21. That would surely solve the problem.

I hope the public, and the higher education community, will be willing to engage these issues seriously and respectfully. My head is now well above the parapet. Gaudeamus igitur!

John M. McCardell Jr. is college professor and president emeritus of Middlebury College.
------------------- - - - 

The Legacy of Legacies  By JEROME KARABEL   President Bush's denunciation of legacy preference in college admissions, a system he benefited from, may have set in motion the demise of this anachronistic policy.

The smog of academic consensus

A 'conservative studies' professor is exactly what calcified universities need.

By Crispin Sartwell        la times
May 29, 2008 

That the University of Colorado is raising $9 million to endow a professor of conservative studies is rather delicious in its ironies. It smacks of affirmative action and casts conservatism in the syntax of departments decried by conservatives for decades: /women's studies, gay studies, African American studies, Chicano studies and so on.

Furthermore, the idea of affirmative action for conservatives seems gratuitous. These other groups may be oppressed, but conservatives run whole wars, black site prisons, sprawling multinational corporations. In fact, if these other groups are oppressed, it's conservatives who are the oppressors, which may render faculty meetings a bit tense.

But as an academic who is neither a liberal nor a conservative (anarchism has its privileges), let me tell you why I think a "professor of conservative thought and policy" in Colorado, or anywhere else, is not such a bad idea. Within the academy, /conservatives really are an oppressed minority. At the University of Colorado, for instance, one professor found that, /of 800 or so on the faculty, only 32 are registered Republicans. This strikes me as high, and I assume they all teach business or phys ed.

I teach political philosophy. And like most professors I know, I bend over backward to sympathetically teach texts I hate; ?????     I try to show my students why people have found Plato and Karl Marx -- both of whom I regard as totalitarians -- compelling. But when I get to the end of "The Communist Manifesto," I'm usually asking things like this: "Marx says that all means of communication should be centralized in the hands of the state. Anyone see any problems with that?"

I don't deceive myself into thinking that I teach these texts as well as, or in the same way as, a professor who found them plausible. And that's fine. What I'm trying to point out is that even as I try to be neutral (well, even if I did try to be neutral), my personal opinions affect every aspect of what I do, and I think that is generally true.

But it can be horrendously true in academia, where everything is affected by the real opinions of real professors, from the configuration of departments to the courses on offer to the texts taught. And because there's a consensus, there is precious little self-examination; a slant that we all share becomes invisible. 

Academic consensus is a particularly irritating variety of groupthink. First of all, the fact that everyone agrees and everyone has a doctorate leads to the occasionally explicit idea that all intelligent people think the same thing -- that no one could disagree with, say, Obama-ism, without being an idiot. This attitude is continually expressed, for example, in attacks on presidents Ronald Reagan or George W. Bush, not for their political positions but for their grades and IQs.

That the American professoriate is /near-unanimous for Barack Obama is a problem on many levels, but certainly pedagogically. Ideological uniformity does a disservice to students and makes a mockery of the pious commitment of these professors simply to convey knowledge. Also, the claims of the professoriate to intellectual independence and academic freedom, supposedly nurtured by tenure, are thrown into question by the unanimity. Professors are as /herd-like in their opinions as other groups that demographers like to identify -- "working-class white men," for example. Indeed, surely more so.

That's partly just a result of the charming human tendency to nod along with whomever is sitting next to you. But it's also the predictable result of the fact that a professor has been educated, often for a decade or more, by the very institutions that harbor this unanimity. Every new generation of professors has been steeped in an atmosphere in which the authorities all agree and in which they /associate agreement with intelligence -- and with degrees, jobs, tenure and so on. If you've been taught that conservatives are evil idiots, then conservatism itself justifies a decision not to hire or tenure one. Every new leftist minted by graduate programs is an act of self-praise, a confirmation of the intelligence of the professors.

That this smog of consensus is /incompatible with the supposedly high-minded educational mission of colleges and universities is obvious. Yet higher education is at least as dedicated to the reproduction of Obama-ism as it is to conveying information. But academics are massively self-deceived about this, which makes it all the more disgusting and effective.
So as my liberal old professor Richard Rorty said, referring to Allan Bloom, conservative Platonist: "Let a thousand Blooms flower." And if they take root in endowed chairs of conservative thought and policy, that's at least pretty funny.
             [what was he saying]
Crispin Sartwell, author of "Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory," teaches philosophy at Dickinson College.
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The college scam   by john stossel  2/8/09   r

A college diploma is supposed to be the ticket to the good life. Colleges and politicians ???   tell students, "Your life will be much better if you go to college. On average during your lifetime you will earn a million dollars more if you get a bachelor's degree." Barack Obama, stumping on the campaign trail, said, "We expect all our children not only to graduate high school, but to graduate college."   000

Rachele Percel heard the promises. She borrowed big to pay about $24,000 a year to attend Rivier College in New Hampshire. She got a degree in human development. "I was told just to take out the loans and get the degree because when you graduate you're going to be able to get that good job and pay them off no problem," she told me for last week's "20/20." 

But for three years she failed to find a decent job. Now she holds a low-level desk job doing work she says she could have done straight out of high school. And she's still $85,000 in debt. This month she had to move out of her apartment because she couldn't pay the rent. 

The promise about college? "I definitely feel like it was a scam," says Rachele. 

Her college wrote us that that many of its graduates have launched successful careers. But Rachele's problem isn't uncommon. A recent survey asked thousands of students: Would you go to your college again? About 40 percent said no. 

"The bachelor's degree? It's America's most overrated product," says education consultant and career counselor Dr. Marty Nemko. 

Nemko is one of many who are critical of that often-cited million-dollar bonus. "There could be no more misleading statistic," he says. It includes billionaire super-earners who skew the average. More importantly, the statistic misleads because many successful college kids would have been successful whether they went to college or not. 

"You could take the pool of college-bound students and lock them in a closet for four years -- and they're going to earn more money," Nemko says. 

Those are the kids who already tend to be more intelligent, harder-working and more persistent. 

But universities still throw around that million-dollar number. Arizona State recently used it to justify a tuition hike. 

Charles Murray's recent book, "Real Education", argues that many students just aren't able to handle college work. Graduation statistics seem to bear him out. 

"If you're in the bottom 40 percent of your high school class," Nemko says, "you have a very small chance of graduating, even if you are given eight and a half years." 

Colleges still actively recruit those kids, and eight years later, many of those students find themselves with no degree and lots of debt. They think of themselves as failures. 

"And the immoral thing about it is that the colleges do not disclose that!" 

For many kids, career counselors told us, it's often smarter to acquire specific marketable skills at a community college or technical school, or to work as an apprentice for some business. That makes you more employable. 

Vocational education pays off for many. Electricians today make on average $48,000 a year. Plumbers make $47,000. That's more than the average American earns. But some people look down on vocational school. A degree from a four-year college is considered first class. A vocational-school degree ?   is not. 

"More people need to realize that you don't have to get a four-year degree to be successful," says Steven Eilers, who went through an automotive program and then continued his education by getting a paying job as an apprentice in a car-repair center. He's making good money, and he has zero student-loan debt. 

Eilers story is no fluke. In the past year, while hundreds of thousands of white-collar jobs vanished, the auto-repair industry added jobs. 

Self-serving college presidents and politicians ???   should drop the scam. Higher enrollments and government loan programs may be good for them, but they are making lots of our kids miserable and poor. For many, the good life can be lived without college. 

-------------------------------------- - - - 
Same for m.a.     glad I didn’t get one

/2 articles,  might be just the way I feel:    

Look for a career, not a job     By Sandy Banks      UCLA grads have diplomas from a respected school, but they're also carrying in their heads a long list of things they can't do and jobs they can't get. Photos
Is a college degree still worth it? 

/ The R.O.T.C. Myth   By DIANE H. MAZUR    Elite colleges haven’t forced out the military — it left.
/ Learning in Dorm, Because Class Is on the Web    By TRIP GABRIEL   Online education is finding its way into more colleges, many of them public institutions facing tight budgets.

/Live vs. Distance Learning: Measuring the Differences
/A Quest to Explain What Grades Really Mean    By TAMAR LEWIN 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is planning to add extra information - probably median grades, and perhaps more - to transcripts, among other measures.

/ Does College Make You Smarter? 
Students make little progress in intellectual growth in the first two years of college. Why is that?
· College Condemns Classroom Sex Show A3 
Northwestern University reversed course and condemned a live demonstration of sex in a classroom, after defending the act earlier in the week.

Unpaid Interns, Complicit Colleges    By ROSS PERLIN    The uncritical internship fever on college campuses is symptomatic of a broader malaise: Universities are often blind to the realities of work in contemporary America.   Sig
/India Graduates Millions, Few Are Fit to HireA1 
India projects an image of a nation churning out students who are well educated, a looming threat to the middle-class workers of the West. But in reality, companies are having increasing difficulty finding employees.

· Video: Indian Engineering Grads Unprepared for Work
· Wipro Program Takes on Education Woes
· Doubts Gather Over Rising Giant's Course
/ More Pupils Are Learning Online, Fueling Debate on Quality
By TRIP GABRIEL    Though proponents of online education say the course offerings are rich, skeptics say corners are being cut in an effort to save money.
Op-Ed Contributor

/Major Delusions   By TALI SHAROT     Why are college grads irrationally optimistic about the future?

/Arum and Roksa: Your So-Called Education   Your So-Called Education    By RICHARD ARUM and JOSIPA ROKSA  New research questions how much you really learn in college.

/ College, too easy for its own good   By Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa     Colleges have abandoned responsibility for shaping students' academic development and instead have come to embrace a service model that caters to satisfying students' expressed desires. 

 

/when I was young, one grad sued for lack of wisdom
/crisis of competence: the corrupting effect of political activism in the u of ca. - https://www.google.com/#hl=en&sugexp=llsin&gs_nf=1&tok=MUh02sQaR2BNHkFGdmE6gA&cp=37&gs_id=5&xhr=t&q=crisis+of+competence:+the+corrupting&pf=p&sclient=psy-ab&site=&source=hp&oq=crisis+of+competence:+the+corrupting+&aq=&aqi=&aql=&gs_l=&pbx=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&fp=ca797d460291e12e&biw=1280&bih=612       4/l2 

/ The Campus Tsunami   By DAVID BROOKS    What happened to the newspaper and magazine business is about to happen to higher education: a rescrambling around the Web and online learning.

/ Got a Computer? Get a Degree.  Harvard and M.I.T. are going to offer free courses online, but not for credit. Why not?
/Retired Military Officers Teaching at Ivy League Schools         Campuses that once turned a cold shoulder to the military are now inviting former top officers to come and teach.
/ A Generation Hobbled by the Soaring Cost of College   By ANDREW MARTIN and ANDREW W. LEHREN    Nearly everyone pursuing a bachelor's degree is borrowing money, and as prices soar, a college degree often comes with an unprecedented financial burden.

Easing the Pain of Student Loans     What can be done to control the level of college debt in the U.S. and protect young people from taking on an onerous financial burden
/Come the Revolution   By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN    Through ventures like Coursera, world-class learning is coming at bargain-basement prices     https://www.coursera.org/   - sig

/The Class of 2012   Until more is done to strengthen the economy and job market, a college diploma is no guarantee of upward mobility.      6/l2

Fixing College   By JEFF SELINGO    Colleges and universities must mitigate a decade's worth of unsustainable growth by looking for ways to lower costs, embrace technology and improve education.

/ College of Future Could Be Come One, Come All  By TAMAR LEWIN  Colleges are building global student bodies and trying to create models for massive open online courses, or MOOCs. Ll/l2  nyt

/ The Professors' Big Stage   By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN   The MOOCs revolution will go through many growing pains, but it is here and it is real.

/ A Dangerous 'New Normal' in College Debt   By CHARLES M. BLOW   Many students can't earn their way out of this trap.

/ How to Shop for College   The government's new online scorecard can help families cut through some of the cost confusion.

/ California Bill Seeks Campus Credit for Online Study   By TAMAR LEWIN   Legislation in California would require universities to honor faculty-approved online courses taken by those unable to register for classes on campus.

	/ Better Colleges Failing to Lure Talented Poor    By DAVID LEONHARDT Most low-income students who have top test scores and grades do not even apply to the nation's best colleges, which contributes to widening economic inequality, economists say.  
 Graphic: How Top Students of Different Incomes Apply for College
 


/ Opinion: Suzy Lee Weiss: To (All) the Colleges That Rejected Me 
/11 Public Universities with the Worst Graduation

/ Affirmative Reaction   By BILL KELLER  Five reasons to rethink diversity in higher education. 

/ In Student Housing, Luxuries Overshadow Studying    By JOHN ELIGON  As developers try to outdo the amenities that their competitors offer in college towns, concern is growing about the academic and social consequences of upscale off-campus student housing.
----------------------  - - - - -- fee:

Is There A Viable Alternative To College?

JULY 18, 2013 by JEFFREY A. TUCKER    terrible one by fee, but listed:
	/ Elite Colleges Differ on How They Aid Poor    By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA   As colleges profess a growing commitment to recruiting poor students, a comparison of low-income enrollment shows wide disparities among the most competitive private institutions.  [image: image2.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=4z5Q7LhI+KVBjmEgFdYACPLKh239P3pgBhD/RgbT1smQMY99l1CdYSGP4bG1VSowB91PNKVzOLHWMKC52k0AP9/qdWffmiqML5FyTMq9gWAsz/hrHHua5hIXYbMj0I1OGRpv6tReNSKBLZG8vrGviP32OgB9a1JG80D3xDZoD9UYQb+z/4Z3VpGmY2liCPrKQ9t9c27+EHib/PFIkq3LuQ==&campaign_id=129&instance_id=30912&segment_id=48995&user_id=191cb52582daec305ed691ed054e613f&regi_id=39724071" From Education Life: Reflections on the Road to Yale I Harvard 

--------------------


Colleges Set to Offer Exit Tests
-------------------------- - - -  
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/ College-educated workers are taking jobs that don't require degrees
By Alana Semuels 




Story | September 20, 2013 | 5:00 AM 

... offer lower wages. The earnings of college grads have fallen about 13% in the last ... entry-level jobs by overqualified college graduates who can't find other work. "It puts college grads in a condition that's unique ... 

	/ Lists That Rank Colleges' Value Are on the Rise    By ARIEL KAMINER    Purists might regard it as an insult to the intellectual, social and civic value of education, but dollars-and-cents tabulations are the fastest growing sector of the college rankings industry.    
[image: image4.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=4z5Q7LhI+KVBjmEgFdYACJI2ZAaeUipVPK2DQLdwXm6Lb1+miKmE1QMAJ8G965iU6ewHWRz6e7FmInJ14mO4nV0Bz7LayLixbNeLVVT3FmKXtdc5Zse6Ks8EvfRvTSKmRlcqaJDmNgbXrsTWoWi7pxfEJ/vu9SqT&campaign_id=129&instance_id=33731&segment_id=51955&user_id=191cb52582daec305ed691ed054e613f&regi_id=39724071"  Graphic: Harvard and Harvey Mudd: Both Best Value Colleges, Depending on the List
 


/stupid and ty:  As Interest Fades in the Humanities, Colleges Worry 
By TAMAR LEWIN     With the growing money and attention devoted to science and technology, university administrators are concerned that the humanities are being eclipsed.  L0/l3
/ College recruiters give low-income public campuses fewer visits
By Larry Gordon 




Story | December 27, 2013 | 5:02 PM 

... s Center for Research on Higher Education Outcomes. "Having visits ... to the vast landscape of higher education opportunities," he said ... meeting, he added Babson College in Massachusetts to his list ... random strangers." larry.gordon@latimes.com

· / 


Degrees of Value: Making College Pay Off
/ Making College Pay   By THE EDITORIAL BOARD    Employment prospects for college-educated workers have eroded, so a degree doesn't necessarily mean a good-paying job anymore.

/ 
What You Don't Know About Financial Aid (but Should)     * Need is the most important word. And the most misunderstood. 

/ http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21600131-too-many-degrees-are-waste-money-return-higher-education-would-be-much-better     thus    http://www.economist.com/node/21600212     csf’s roi – ll%
/ https://www.google.com/#q=colleges+ranking  
/ Getting Into the Ivies    By DAVID LEONHARDT  Why is it harder than it used to be? Colleges are globalized.

/ In College, Nurturing Matters   By CHARLES M. BLOW   In terms of future happiness at work, the kind of school experience you had is more important than where you had it. 

/ Rape and the College Brand   By ROSS DOUTHAT The corporate university doesn't want to hear about sexual assault.
/------------------------------------------------------------------------ - - - - 

· / 


Opinion: Bonfire of the Humanities   - looks good
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/ Class, Cost and College   By FRANK BRUNI    A new movie's troubling questions include whether the best schools encourage social mobility or perpetuate privilege. 

/ Colleges Rattled as Obama Seeks Rating System   By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  College presidents are balking at President Obama's call for a rating system that would compare schools to aid prospective students and determine federal funding.
/The Working Life: Degree? Check. Enthusiasm? Check. Job? Not So Fast.
/Student Debt Relief to Expand
Americans Think We Have the World’s Best Colleges. We Don’t. 


http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/29/upshot/americans-think-we-have-the-worlds-best-colleges-we-dont.html?action=click&pgtype=Homepage&region=CColumn&module=MostEmailed&version=Full&src=me&WT.nav=MostEmailed&_r=0 
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Free exchange: Wealth by degrees | The Economist      6/l4
www.economist.com/.../21605909-returns-investing-univ...   Cached
The returns to investing in a university education vary enormously

Jun 28th 2014 | From the print edition 
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IS A university degree a good investment? Many potential students are asking the question, especially in countries where the price of a degree is rising, as a result of falling government subsidies. Recent research suggests that the conventional wisdom remains true: a university degree pays handsomely. In America and the euro zone, for example, unemployment rates for graduates are far below average. Yet the benefit of university varies greatly among students, making an investment in higher education a risky bet in some circumstances.

The value of a degree, like so much else in economics, boils down to supply and demand. The gap between average pay for university graduates and those with secondary-school degrees is commonly called the “college wage premium”. When firms are hungry for skilled workers their demand for university graduates grows, and the premium tends to rise. When the supply of graduates grows faster than that of less-educated workers, in contrast, the premium will stabilise or fall.
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Though the demand for graduates varies slightly from country to country, the trend across the rich world is clear. For at least a century firms have sought to hire ever more of the best-educated workers. The college wage premium, however, has bounced around, as the number of graduates has not grown so evenly. In America, the big premium graduates earned in the early 20th century melted away in the post-war years as universities churned out ever more of them. In the 1970s things shifted again. The supply of university graduates had been growing roughly five percentage points faster each year than that of high-school graduates; by the 1990s the gap had shrunk to less than two percentage points. The wage premium duly began to rise again.

The share of people attending university was slower to rise in other rich countries but has caught up rapidly in recent decades. Older American workers are much better educated than their peers elsewhere in the rich world, according to data from the OECD, a club of rich countries. Younger Americans are comparatively undistinguished (see chart). Elena Crivellaro, of the University of Venice, notes that from 1990 to 2005 university enrolment rose by almost 50% in Nordic countries and by more than 30% around the European periphery. In America enrolment growth was about 26%.

So rapid was the change in some European labour markets that they became “saturated” with new graduates, reckons Ms Crivellaro. This saturation has combined with generous minimum wages to keep the college wage premium relatively flat in Europe. Graduate premiums rose in the 2000s in France, Ireland and especially Britain, she calculates, but fell in Germany. In 2011, the OECD says, American graduates earned 77% more a year than those who completed secondary school, compared with 57% in Britain, 47% in France and just 25% in Sweden.

Over the course of a working career these premiums add up impressively. Christopher Avery of Harvard University and Sarah Turner of the University of Virginia estimate that between 1965 and 2008 the discounted present value of a college education in America, net of tuition fees, rose from $213,000 to $590,000 for men, and from $129,000 to $370,000 for women in 2009 dollars. Most of the increase occurred before 2000. A number of studies conclude that most of the past generation’s rise in inequality within the American labour force (that is, among all workers, and not just between the top 1% and the rest) is attributable to the rising premium on a college education.

Yet despite these impressive statistics university may still look a gamble. In many rich countries students are paying more for their education—and borrowing more to do so. Between 1993 and 2012, the share of American graduates taking out student loans rose by 25 percentage points and average debt per borrower doubled, after adjusting for inflation.

That is worrying, in that investment in higher education, though lucrative on average, yields highly variable returns. The pay-off hinges on many factors, beginning with the name of the institution issuing the degree. A recent study by Payscale, which monitors trends in compensation, calculated the expected financial return from graduating from almost 1,500 institutions of higher education. For grand places like Caltech and MIT the 30-year return on a bachelor’s degree is around $2m. But attending institutions near the bottom of the list actually diminishes earnings. Graduates of Valley Forge Christian College can expect to be made $148,000 worse off for their trouble.   [flaw here:  name vs major]

Graduated risk

The subject of a degree also matters. Jonathan James of Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, found that the college premium in America ranges from 125% for engineering graduates, for whom demand seems endless, to 40% for students of psychology or social work.

And at least some of the college wage premium reflects the rising importance of postgraduate study. The premium earned by biology graduates is relatively small once those with postgraduate degrees (often in medicine) are stripped out. A recent study reckons that the premium earned by postgraduates relative to college graduates was virtually nil in America in 1963 but had risen to roughly 27% by 2010. Much of the increase occurred in the 2000s, when the premium for a bachelor’s degree levelled off whereas that to postgraduate credentials kept rising. Recent figures from Britain show a similar trend.

On the whole, a university education remains a reliable money-spinner. But as with most investments, it pays to be discerning. There is no guaranteed windfall for all who don cap and gown.  [not written well]  -------
/ Social Science Palooza IV    By DAVID BROOKS    Most social science confirms the blindingly obvious. Here are eight examples where it doesn't. 

/ john silber greatly improved boston u.  https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=john+silber+boston+university 
/ Degrees of Education: Building a Better College Ranking System. Wait, Babson Beats Harvard?NYT Now
· / 

Degrees of Education: The Economic Price of Colleges’ Failures     NYT Now 
/The Economic Price of Colleges’ FailuresNYT Now

By KEVIN CAREY 




Many students do not learn critical-thinking skills in college, and they’re suffering in the job market, a new study finds. 

209 Comments 
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Schumpeter: Got skills? | The Economist    www.economist.com/.../21613279-retooling-vocational-e...
Cached   The Economist   Loading...   Aug 23, 2014 - FOR decades vocational education has suffered from the twin curses of low status and limited innovation. Politicians have equated higher ... I must have this on c4
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/ Top 25 Colleges In The US - Yahoo Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/top-25-colleges-us-140400853.html
/ Why Poor Students Struggle   By VICKI MADDEN   The price of success in college is often their own identities.

/ CNN Films:    Ivory Tower  With America facing a student debt crisis, is college worth the cost? Sunday at 9 p.m. ET.

/ Most College Students Don't Earn a Degree in 4 Years, Study Finds   By TAMAR LEWIN 

A new report says that only 19 percent of students graduated in four years from most public universities and that only 50 of 580 public universities graduated a majority of their full-time students at the four-year mark.  [makes me feel better]

/ College for Grown-Ups    By MITCHELL L. STEVENS   The four-year model of residential campus life is becoming obsolete.



Degrees of Education: The Roots of Obama’s Ambitious College Plan 
Football Major, Basketball Minor?   By BEN STRAUSS  To reform college sports, some educators propose acknowledging reality, and awarding academic credit for playing and a curriculum built around the sport.
	College's Priceless Value   By FRANK BRUNI When it comes to learning, there's a thin line between luxury and necessity.    Columnist Page 


Knowledge Isn't Power    By PAUL KRUGMAN   Why education isn't the answer to inequality. 

· / 
Some Private Colleges Turn a Tidy Profit by Going Nonprofit       NYT Now 

----------------------  - - - - -- - -- - ----------
http://fee.org/freeman/detail/is-there-a-viable-alternative-to-college?utm_source=Foundation+for+Economic+Education+Current+Contacts&utm_campaign=69862bb8e2-In_Brief_3_10_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_77ef1bd48e-69862bb8e2-13831117 
	College for a New Age      By JOE NOCERA   An author has an education model that is not just cheaper, but also better.          [image: image14.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=vzewYO/FHLTwPZVO2nH9zd3pqc9G7Qpd7izvvKZUxju/L0Vqk52DrJe1RAVtN/d/NlEm2Nj6cNSYRvkU9Y3lWUvmExXQQaWBAkMZdV/EHIBeKX/9FSy4cWzXi1VU9xZil7XXOWbHuirPBL30b00ipkZXKmiQ5jYGXNa2dV+8Krp9k1Ctz9/cEA==&campaign_id=129&instance_id=54393&segment_id=69583&user_id=191cb52582daec305ed691ed054e613f&regi_id=39724071" Columnist Page
 


Starving for Wisdom    By NICHOLAS KRISTOF    The humanities enrich our souls, and sometimes even our pocketbooks. 

--------------------------- - - - - 




Things They Wish They’d Known About Student Loans 
Personal stories about student loans painted a picture of clueless teenagers, frazzled parents and college administrators who may not question students about their debt levels.

-------------------------------- - - - - 
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21646220-it-depends-what-you-study-not-where 

/You Draw It: How Income Affects College Chances  Draw your guess for every income level, then compare it with the actual data on college enrollment and the drawings of other readers. 

The Value of a Mindless Summer Job    By JENNIFER FINNEY BOYLAN 

Humble work assignments give students a chance to build their character, if not their résumés. / 
Scott Walker's Effort to Weaken College Tenure    By THE EDITORIAL BOARD  The governor's proposal would make top academics think twice before going to work in Wisconsin's university system.

· / Affirmative Consent: Are Students Really Asking? 
· Dorms You’ll Never See on the Campus Tour 
At West Point, Annual Pillow Fight Becomes Weaponized    By DAVE PHILIPPS 
A ritual to let freshmen blow off steam left 30 cadets injured, including 24 with concussions and one with a broken leg.
· 
The Education Issue: Is College Tuition Really Too High? 


· The Education Issue: What Is the Point of College? 
------------------------------------------------------------------- - -- - - 

· / 

1:59:28 
· Play next
· Play now

Education For Whom and For What? - Duration: 1 hour, 59 minutes.
by The University of Arizona
· 294,341 views

· 3 years ago

-------------------------------------------------------------------- - - - - - --




Is College Tuition Really Too High? 
The answer depends on what you mean by college.

Bruni: How to Measure a College’s Value 

Dup?:  http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/14/upshot/gaps-in-alumni-earnings-stand-out-in-release-of-college-data.html 

The College Access Index: A Promise to Critics 
 Academia's Rejection of Diversity 
By ARTHUR C. BROOKS 

Many academics and intellectuals are biased against conservative viewpoints.
/ http://hechingerreport.org/   had great one on csu maritime  ll/l5   vs their low grad rates, if relevant

hechinger@tc.columbia.edu     I sent    c   and    ed      .   are they at col……?
/ Black Tape at Harvard Law



By RANDALL KENNEDY 

People seem to assume that I should feel deeply alarmed and hurt after an incident on campus. I don’t. 

When the College Degree Is Useless and the Debt Is Due      By THE EDITORIAL BOARD    A court ruling and a proposed federal rule should help to rein in predatory education companies and provide relief to their students. / 

/haven’t read but probably sig and prove ag on c not being the real world –




Op-Ed 

Absurdity reigns in campus sexual assault trials     Justin Dillon and Matt Kaiser

There's an old legal adage that good facts make good law, and bad facts make bad law. In the case of campus sexual assault, it may be that absurd facts will — eventually — make good law too. About five years ago, the Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights issued a letter that would change...


How Colleges Can Again Be Levelers of Society 



A Confession of Liberal Intolerance     By NICHOLAS KRISTOF    5/l6

We're big on diversity, but not when it comes to conservatives in academia. That's wrong.
· ------------------------------------------------------------------ - - - 


· 
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Editorial

The Broken Bargain 



---------------------------------------------------------------------- - - - -
	Veterans Groups Seek a Crackdown on Deceptive Colleges 
By GARDINER HARRIS 

The Department of Veterans Affairs received letters calling for improved oversight of colleges that mislead students about the value of their programs while receiving G.I. Bill funds. 


----------------------------------- - - - - - - 



The entrance to City College at 139th Street and Amsterdam Avenue in Manhattan. Credit Ángel Franco/The New York Times    
See  how to kill a college   see refs to this on cn
Dreams Stall as New York’s Engine of Mobility Sputters
Financial troubles throughout the City University of New York system are representative of a funding crisis that has been building at public universities across the country.

By DAVID W. CHEN 

· /
The One Question Most Americans Get Wrong About College Graduates 


An Expensive Law Degree, and No Place to Use It



By NOAM SCHEIBER 5:00 AM ET

Thousands of debt-ridden law school graduates highlight a once unthinkable question: should their law schools close?       6 Comments 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - - - -




How Cuts Are Pushing College Students Out of State
Declines in state support have led many students to attend public universities in other states, where they pay higher, out-of-state tuition.           By NICK STRAYER 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- - - -
Why Did We Stop Teaching Political History?   By FREDRIK LOGEVALL and KENNETH OSGOOD 

The topic is everywhere in the news, but it has disappeared from college campuses.

/ Georgetown University, Learning From Its Sins    By DAVID J. COLLINS 

As a historian and a priest, I'm convinced our school must reckon with its historical relationship with slavery.

Why College Rankings Are a Joke    By FRANK BRUNI      Lists like U.S. News & World Report's are too blunt and too blind to certain gems.
SUNY's Wise Move on Admissions    By THE EDITORIAL BOARD Doing away with the stigmatizing application question for disciplinary infractions will bring more students into higher education.

-------------------------------------------------- - - -

· 


Oxford Tops List of World’s Best Universities
-------------------------------------------------------------------- - - -  
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Cost of College: An Online Education Breakthrough? A Master’s Degree for a Mere $7,000 



How to Make Sense of College Rankings    By FRANK BRUNI 

As systems for rating colleges multiply like mad, here's a guide for consulting - and ignoring - them.
------------------------------ - - - 
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Leonhardt: America’s Great Working-Class Colleges 

· 
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Colleges Discover the Rural Student 



· Wanted: Factory Workers, Degree Required 
----------------------- - - - -
How Liberal Colleges Breed Conservative Firebrands   By MARIN COGAN 

Life on the defensive can curdle into reactionary politics. 

Berkeley Cancels Ann Coulter Speech Over Safety Fears   By THOMAS FULLER     The university, which has a legacy and reputation as a promoter and bastion of free speech, said it was "unable to find a safe and suitable venue" for the speech by the conservative author.      4/l7

/ Life and Combat for Republicans at Berkeley     By THOMAS FULLER      Five Berkeley Republicans describe what it's like to be conservative in a bastion of American liberalism.

/ The Conservative Force Behind Speeches Roiling College Campuses  By STEPHANIE SAUL 

The Young America's Foundation, a well-funded group based in Washington, is on a mission to "restore sanity" at schools by deploying provocative speakers.

/ College Punishes 67 for Disrupting Charles Murray Talk



By STEPHANIE SAUL 

Students at the Vermont college shut down a speech by the political scientist in an episode that came to symbolize a lack of tolerance for conservative ideas on some campuses.    [middlebury]

/ On Campus, Failure Is on the Syllabus 
-------------------------------------- - - -
/incredibly stupid - Berkeley Faculty Is Divided on Allowing Right-Wing Speakers
By THOMAS FULLER    Students looking to faculty members and the administration for guidance on how to interpret the free speech issue are seeing deep divisions among their leaders. 

272 Comments 

What Milo Yiannopoulos's 'Free Speech' Stunt Cost   By AARON HANLON 

Despite budget cuts, Berkeley has already spent almost $1.5 million on security this year.

------------------------ - - - -
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When Internships Don’t Pay, Some Colleges Will



---------------------------------------------------------------------- - - - -
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Six Myths About Choosing a College Major



/ How to Level the College Playing Field  By HAROLD O. LEVY WITH PEG TYRE

I have spent a lifetime in education. Now I am dying. There are a few things I want to get off my chest.

/ Michigan State’s $500 Million for Nassar Victims Dwarfs Other Settlements   By MITCH SMITH and ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS     Officials agreed to a settlement that is believed to be the largest ever reached in a sex abuse case involving a U.S. university.

College May Not Be Worth It Anymore   By ELLEN RUPPEL SHELL

For the poor, higher education may hurt more than it helps.

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=percent%20of%20useless%20courses%20in%20college&qs=n&form=QBIRMH&sp=-1&pq=percent%20of%20useless%20courses%20in%20college&sc=0-37&sk=&cvid=4A638D8994384EB4B6FD95166CD7C930 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=useless%20college%20courses&qs=n&form=QBIRMH&sp=-1&pq=useless%20college%20courses&sc=3-23&sk=&cvid=A0E232CCA2344872AE37BEFAF25C354C    thus
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https://www.bing.com/search?q=how+much+of+college+is+a+waste&FORM=HDRSC1 

/ 
How Much Does Getting Into an Elite College Actually Matter?





[image: image32.png]Bachelors Degree in Philosophy 4 year paid apprenticeship

100K student debt OK student debt
Can't find a Philosopher jo Earns 80K annually
Believes people without Disconnected Jim's

college degrees are stupid electricity for non-payment





[image: image33.png]Phillips Exeter
Academy

The Ivy League | [ Top 10 Boarding Schools





in 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=how+much+of+college+is+useless&form=ANSPH1&refig=d341f6e0bce247d2928dc7ffddc56796&sp=-1&pq=how+much+of+college+is+useless&sc=1-30&qs=n&sk=&cvid=d341f6e0bce247d2928dc7ffddc56796/ 
/ 6/22/2l  e  - 

	Amateur hour: paying college athletes

	

	The National Collegiate Athletic Association, which governs college sports in America, has a lot to huddle over when it meets today. It has long argued that allowing players to profit from their fame through product endorsements, autograph sales and the like would undermine their education and professionalise college sports. Student athletes should supposedly be content with free college tuition, even though coaches, administrators and institutions make millions off their labour. 

But the NCAA is on the back foot. Yesterday the Supreme Court upheld a lower-court ruling that the NCAA’s cap on “education-related benefits” violated antitrust law. That comes after almost 20 states passed laws permitting players to profit from their name, image or likeness (though many are yet to go into effect). Scared that colleges in those states will attract the best players, the NCAA now belatedly wants a national standard. Who would have thought an athletics association would be so anti-competitive?


---------------------------------- -  - -  -
4/22  la:  UC and CSU deliver thousands of rejection letters. Arizona State wants to fill the void
/ Why the U.S. Needs to End Legacy Admissions - The Atlantic
/nyt  4/22  - 
The Revolt of the College-Educated Working Class



