How To Bungle A Riot                 words

Government agencies should have been ready for the '92 riots in Los Angeles.  They weren't partly because they didn't want to appear "provocative."  (Oh boy)  After the trouble started, they should have cordoned off trouble spots so innocent motorists wouldn't drive into danger.

As things got worse TV viewers were shown an anti-riot rally at a church, obviously planned to defuse tension.  [It didn’t work.]

Reporters asked if the sheriff would help.  Well, he hadn't been asked.  Then the national guard was called and seemed to be expected any minute for the next 20 hours.  The Mayor, Governor, and President talked; the city burned.  Reporters and viewers anguished.  

The government's bungling shows that next time everyone has to look out for themselves with live-in armed guards, fire hoses, mace, dogs, tear gas, volunteers, and architecture designed to discourage looting and arson.  

Al Garner, 

/citizen arrests

/flac jackets, armored vehicle, water canon

/serve out decent justice next time

/l5k police and troops deployed - far more and far faster than in 60s riots of 4-7 days.  thus 2 days.  sig.  [yet the most destructive].  barone us news. 5/l8;92

/next time for other bldgs

/rubber bullets,  water and dye

   could mayor have called for citizen patrols



/citizen groups should have all kinds of rights in such times.

